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þ as it hath pleaſed God in his wiſdome 
IT 13 icc,agfe by. his power which is mighty, 
Ne 3he i v9p1d unknown, within theſe few 

k Execogm rohimſclfin this Natiorr 

winhis own-Wy,and according 
khambcmightmake his Name 
great and: terrible thirigsamong| the 
cone, heir L Laws; Worbip, Man= 


ners 
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ners and Language being diverſe from the laws,worthip, man. 
ners Ind language of oriaer people 3 By realon whereof, and 
of the falſe reports which the enemy of God, tac lying ſpirit 
which is in the, motch of the falſeprophets and miniſters of 
unrigh:2onſnefle, they have been rendred g4ons unto rhe 
people, and load:d with reproaches and falſe accuſations, as 
that (hey deonred the Yor2prures of T' ath, the Courc? of Gel. the i#91e 
ſhip of God, the Minifers of Thrijt, and the maintenance bclonging to 
the Þiniijers of the Goſpel. the Ordinauces of Ghrit, the Hagi tracy 
and Mngiirates. and would d._itroy i government, ang civil vel.;tions 
amonr't men, with many ſuch falſe aſperiions 5 yea, fo far did 4 
that lying ſpirit for a time j przva:l with many, that they 
thought if they killed us they did God ſervice; yea,fo far hath 
it prevailed with many in places of autaority, boch Civil and 
Military, that they have counted us the oft-ſ{couring of the 
World, not li: for any thing, except it were to be the ſubje&ts 
upon whom they might exerciſe their cruelty, as our many 
cruel ſufferings in this Nation and others adjacent do mant- 
teſtly declare, nothing almoit befalling us in moſt Cities, 
Towns, Villages and Steeple-houſes, where we have come, but: 
bonds, abuſes and impriſonments, inſomuch that ſcarce any 
Goal within this Nation into which ſome of us have not been 
cait ; befides our being haled before Magiſtrates and Rulers, 
and our being drawn before the Judgement-Seats in this Na- 
tion, by whom we have ſuffered the impriſonment of our bo- 
dies, my i! death, and the ſpoiling of our goods in fuch an 
gxcelive manner as ſcarce hath been heard of before; And 
much of this ſuffering hath been occaitoned by thoſe men cal- 
led Miners of Chriſt, which their fruits have now made them 
manifeft not to be the Miniſters of Chriſt, but of Antichriſt ; 
And for Tithes, a Popiſh inftiturion, brought in by the Apo= E 
fates in the Apoſtacy,lince the dayes of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
ſet up, as more largely hath been in ſeveral papers publiſhed 
and declared for the good of all people whole hearrs and 4e- 
"Þ fires are after truth, And theſe things have we i:itt.red inour 
Native Country by our country men , not.by-Bilhops and high 
commiſſion courts, but by% from ſuch as haga hand in pucring 
. down thoſe, as enemies to the peoples liberties,as men and as. 
W- | Chriſtians, = 


*£ 
{ 


: 7 
' - 
” ” 
OG 
CAN 
. * 
- Py — 
* 
A I 1 
-» : Ic - 
* hs . 
TLEH 
TY h 


WS 


w 
ati\ Ah AM” "= - 


. ” ; 
PS 4 ___— PO % E - - £5: ane —— - 
rm rn on A. 


Chriſtians, and ſince- have i up themſelves and one ano= 
ther in high places;buc the Lord hath made then as flipperie 
tothem as they were to the periecutors before them ; neither 
have thele things before menttoned been done unto us for any 
evil we did untq them, , but fop.confcience ſake have we thus 
ſuffered; not for any trantgrefſio: of che Law of God, neither 
10 truth of any wholſome law of this Nation, as may appear 
by the things for which in the general we have ſuffered; tnat 
is to ſay, many of us have ſuffered impriſonment, and other 
abuſes, fer appearing in the Courts of this Nation in our own 
perſons, being thereunto commanded by Writs ont of the 
ſaid Courts upon a great pain,to wit 100.7. a mailzand becauſe 
we could not with freedom appear by an attorney; many 
more of us have been & are impriſoned in this Nation,for no 
other cauſe, then in truth our obedience tothe command of 
Chriſt, who faith, Mat. 5. 34. 55: 36. 37. Sweer nt at ail, Ret 
ther by Heaven for 1t is Gols throue, war by the eai th, for it is his ſo9's 
ftor!, meither by Feruſalen:,tor it is the City of the great Kiag, neither 
ſhalt thou ſwear by thy hear, becauſe thou can not make ove bair white 
or black; but let your yeo,he yea, ani your nay, nay, for whatſoever is 
more then theſe cometh of evil; And Mat, 23. 22. it is faid, He 
that ſweareth by Heavem , ſwear-:th by the throne of God. aud 
by him that ſitteth there-ey 5 Now it is God that ſitteth in 
Heaven,which 1s his Throne, therefore Chriſt Jeſus , forbid- 
ing to {wear by Heaven which is Gods Throne, forbideth to 
{wear by God, or any other oath ; then ſuch ſudges or others 
that require perſons to iſwear , are in plain contradifion 
torhe command of Ciirift, and m ſo doing,they do not judge 
for God, but for men, Neither have ctiole called 5arozs of ihe 
Exci-ver any known Law of this Nation to warrant fach 
theiractings, there being no law of this Nation,that requires 
any mu to give his aniwer upon oath, to what his accuſer 
Ihail lay go is charges. nzitheris chere any known Law in this 
Nation tnat dotngive thar Court of Exchequer any cozni= 
zance 0: ſich cauſes as are for detention. of Tithes 3 Forit is 
ſaid, N- plea ſhall be botaenror pleaded in the ILxchequer, except it 
ds jp: cially concern us aud our iniiters of the 7,xchequer. The ſta» © 
rite of Aitiand made, I yi g. dum decinn,4, x And whereas: 
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5. 
it isalleadged, that it is the Rule or Cuſtom of that Court. 


rhat people muſt anſwer upon oath; It 1s anſwered, that that 
Rule or cuſtom which is contrary toLaw1s void, andamongſt 
the Churches of Chrift there is no ſuch cuſtom as ſwearing 3 
and therefore muſt needs be aHeatheniſh cuſtom which is vain, 
being contrary tothe command of Chriſt, and another;from 
the Law of the Nation, or that maxim which ſaith, Ny man is 


bound to accuſe himſelf, Many others of us have been unreaſo- 


nably fined , impriſoned;, and otherwayes perſecuted (for 
that is perſecution, when any man doth ſutter for doing that 


_ which is good in obedience to God, and for refraining from 


that which is evil) for keeping their hats on their heads in- a 
Court, or before a man called a Jultice, Now there is no 
Law of God, or of this Nation requireth fuch a thing as the 
putting off the hat, at the command of a Judge or Juſtice; for 
the hat aswell asa cap is a covering forthe head, not onely 
for the woman, but for the man alſo; and where there is no 
Law, there isno tranſ{grefſion : And if it beſaid, It is due to 
the Magiſtrate by cuitom or uſage of the Nation; It is anſwered, 
The cuſtoms of the Nations or people are vain, Fer. #0. and 
lirael was commanded of God, not to learn the cuſtoms or 
manners of the Nations or Heathen whom the Lord caſt one 
of Canaan before them; andall cuſtoms or uſages which are 
contrary to reaſon are voidin Law; and amongſt the Church- 
es of Chriſt there was never ſuch a cuſtom, neither 1s it accor- 
ding to the Scripture (which the Judges and: Juſtices.and o- 
thers call the Rule for Chriſtians to walk "f) to put off: the 
hat in a Court or before a Magiſtrate. Andaif it ſhould yet be 
ſtood upon, The putting off the hat as a thing indifferent ; Tt 1s an«- 
ſwered, He that is offended when the hat is not put off, when 
he expe&s it, or requires itz to him, and in his account, it is 
not a thing indifferent ; Forthen 1s a-thing truly indifferent 
toaman, when a-man-regardeth not whether he have the 
thing done to him or not. And others of us have been im- 
priſoned for ſpeaking that which was to us revealed, and re- 
quired of usby the Lord God (the higheſt power) unto a man 
called a Miniſter, or toa people in a Steeple-houſe or Tem- 
ple made with hands, wherein God dwelleth not ; but in his 


people 


| [> 
people, whoſe bodies are his Temple, God doth dwell, andis 
known in his Sanctuary, where his voice 1s heard, . and his 
will and word obeyed rather then men who would limit the 
Spirit of God to times, places,. and perſons; bur their nei- 
ther was, nor 1s any ſuch cuſtom amongſt the Churches of 
Chriſt ; where, If any thing was Or is revealed to hin that firs by, 
theother is to hold his peace, and fo all may propheſie one by onez 
for the ſpirit of the Prophets is ſubject to the Prophets. Again, 
many of us have ſuffered many wayes for no other cauſe then 
meeting together 1n the fear of theLord, to wait upon him 
and to worthip him, upon the firſt dayes of the week; Qchers 
of us have been turned forth of our imployments in the Na- 
tion, both civil and military, and rendred uncapable of ſuch 
orany other imployment 1m a Common-wealth,upon no other 
account, but becauſe we were ©-akers (ſo called ) or could 
not deny the people called Quakers, although we had in faich- 
| fulneſs ſerved this preſent Parliament,& our Countrey in our 
| ſeveral imployments whilſt we were permitted to continue in 
them; And of late in the great Aiſembly and Counſels of 
| this Nation , we have been repreſented (by ſome } to be a 
people , not onely to have unchriſtian*d , but alſounman'd 
our ſelves, as if we had made ourſelves uncapable of ny 
imployment where!n we might belerviceable in the Nation, 
thereby endeavouring to render us not onely odious, butalſo 
EZ uſeleſs in a Common=-wealth, 
Bur for the clearing of the truth of God, as itis in Jeſus, 
and for the manifeſt.ng of the ſecret deceits of onr enemes, 
and pretended friends, in humility and meeknels of mind , 
we do declare unto all z That by the receiving the gift of God, 
| the Light of Chriit Feſus,& it obeying in our hearts, which giveth 
knowledge and underſtanding to the fimple, we are not 
thereby made uncapable nor unwilling to {ſerve our Coun= 
try and Country-men m the loweſt employments and places 
that are any ways tending to the thing that is juſt,and co the 
ſuppreſſion of that which 1s evil, or toche procuring good un» 
to our Countrey , Countrey-men and Neighbours amongſt 
| whom we {ojourni; Neither dowe deny , bur bear our wit=- 


neſs too, and of the Scr:pcures of truch, and che Church of 
A 3 God,, 
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God,”and the Woiſhip fQ.q which 1s in the Spirit and im 
the Truth ; and the Miniſters of Chriſt we own, and their 
maintenance,which is free,and the Ordinances of Chriſt they 
are eſtabliſhed amongl{t us,all which are known by the Light of 
Chriſt that thineth in the heart, and the higher powers we are 
{ub}cC& unto for Conſcience fake, and Magiſtrates and nlers 
whoare not a terrour to good works bur to the evil, are by us 
owned and horoured mi the Lord,which honour ſtands not in 
flattering titles, or bowing the knee, and putting off the hat; 
bur in dueandready fibjection toalljuſt Commands, accor- 
d.ns to the Apotiies Doctrine, Hoxonr all en inthe Lord, and 
[:9mit your ſelres io every Orinance or man for the Lord ſake ; Now 
that which tands in the Lord, and is done for the Lords ſake, 
muit be in that which is good, and not in that which is evil , 
for evil is not 12 the Lord; for he that doth evil, he hates the 
Light, which is Zood , and he that hates thar which is good , 
doth nothing for Chriits fake; and by the Light of Chrift 
which ihineth in our hearts, weare taught of God to love as 
Brethren , co obey our Parents after the fleſh, husbands are 
taickt to dwell with their wives accoraing to knowledge, and 
wives to ſubmit themlelves unco their busbands as unto the 
Lord; fervants to be obedicnr to them that are their Malters, 
and all to ſubniit themſeives one untoanother in the fear of 
God, Neither do wede.ire that to our ieJves, which we do 
zot freely give and allow unto others; towit, Liberty of Conte 
feierce;, knowm” chat every man anitt give an accompe unto 
God for himſelf, yet we dchire the good of all men , which 
we know cannot be enjoyed by any man whilft he lives in tin 
and wickedneſs; Neither dare we pra&tife, nor allow that in 
our ſelves, winch we witnels to beevil in others; Neither do 
we with-draw our thoulders from the ycke , or lay burthens 
upon others to eale our fetves, Lutare mad» free 512 the Lipd, 
arnninins (pirits to (erve our Countrey and Countrey-men Th) 
all things that are Juſt, in the thngs thatare honeſt, in the 
things that ore e wal , and m the things that are of good re- 
port,amongft rhoe that truly fear God, ſowe are not (traitued 
22 01Y [etc l'F the SP1TIL of the Lord g or lanted by the truth , 


from bcing ſerviceable in our generations z but we are firaimned 
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' By unreaſonable men, and limited by that ſpirit that rules by un- 


righteous lawes, popiſh cuſtoms, and mens own wills , which 

ſtands upon oaths, hats, cringings, and againſt ptainneis of 
1 Ry © I” ee ' q 

ſpeech; and w:l! not ſuffer rhe ſervants of God to exercife 


- their gifts, and reprove in im the gate, 


Soit 18 not we that have either loſt our reaſon , unmain'd or 
unchriſtian” d our ſelves, being known in our Count ieys to be 
men having reaſon and underftanding, (though we tav: laid 
alide childiſh things) living and walking in a goo cont” eria- 
tion as men and Chriſtians, by whole example many huvy ncen 
turned unto God, and have bleſled God for us in the day of 
their vititation, 

Therefore let all tongues be {ilent before the Lord, and his 
people,who are no oppretiors , nor impoſers upon mens Con=- 
1ciences, nor devourers of Gods creatures upon our Iufts, nor 
time ſervers, ncr men plealers, neither for advantage do vie 
admire mens perions,. nor after earthly honours or preter- 
ment do we covet, whin wii” ;t ſone have coveted after , they bave 
mane ſhipmrack of Faith, andef a good conſcience: But the good of 
all people do we ſeek after , anderuth and juſtice, and {ince- 
rity and a h oly converſation, and a pure Keligion ana Worſhip of 
G2, which 1s in the Spirit and in the Truth, , which the Devil 
and vwill-worfhippers are out of j and in that we are to glort- 
fie Go, and ſerve our generation; And all in juttice, and 
oppreſſion and opprefſours, unrighceouſneſs and ungodlinels 
of men, andall falſe wayes and falte worſhips, and falſe mi- 
niſters, & falle maintenance, & falſe churches & fall: tongues 
we utter:y deny ,. and bear our Teſtimony againſt with one 
accord, mouth and ſpirit, and all perfecutors who abule 
the power of God, which 1s for thepraiſe of them that do 
well, and curns the ſword backward, j:rez7.heriny the hanas 
of the evil-doers, ſu:h we-e v/wayes bliad, ant wire fntiinly ne 
throws by the kazd 6f Cod , which comes upon them when they 
are high and proud, andin cheir ambition forgecs God, the 
Lord by his band ſuddenly overturns ſuch, and iayes them 
low with the valleys, and ſets the valleys above them, Read 

this 
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this in this* Nation, and $109 forget the hand ; for who 
doth,” by that hand will be laid low again; But thiey thatrule 
_ andftandin the-power of God, they anſwer'the jutt principle 


j' _ ef Godinevery man. : 
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Subſcribed in the behalf of our ſelves and the 
reſt of our friends, who are of one 
. heart and mind with us. 
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